What's hotin...?
Prague

THEEVENT

Notonlyis 2018 the centenary of
Czechoslovakia's birth (expectahost
of celebrations, fromartexhibits to
live concerts),it's also 200 years

since Prague’siconic NationalMuseum
opened. Shuttered since mid-2011fora
£60mrenovation, the Neo-Renaissance
buildingthatlooms over Wenceslas
Square willreopenin October with
amajor exhibition onthe country’s

often-turbulenthistory, fromKingdom
of BohemiahighstoNaziand
Communistlows (hm.cz; £8.60).

THEDISTRICT
Prague’snewestup-and-coming
neighbourhoodis HoleSovice, afew
kilometres upriver fromthe Old Town.
Visitthe former meatpacking district
forartisan coffee shops (including
Bitcoin-only ParaleniPolis; paralel
nipolis.cz), fine-diningrestaurants (try

Asian-fusion favourite SaSaZu; sasazu.

com/en)andmodernartgalleries
(suchasthe airship-topped DOX
Centre for Contemporary Art; dox.cz/

en; pictured) — and, at weekends,
Prague’s coolest fashion market, Mint:
Pop Up Hall 13 (mintmarket.cz).

THEHOTEL

Inacity of medieval bridges, Gothic
churchesandBaroque squares, the
recentarrival of ModernistHotel Sax
was areal breath of freshair. Onaside
streetbelow the castle, this great-value
stayisashrineto 20th-century pop
culture, complete with vintage furniture
and offbeat wallpaper. Bestbit? Its
rooftop spa, withmajestic city views
(hotelsax.cz; doubles from £58,B&B).

THERESTAURANT

Low-key-luxe newcomer Fieldhas
redrawn the boundaries of Bohemian
fare withits Scandi-twisted, high-end
Czech cuisine. Decoris minimalism
incarnate — beige walls, woodenfloors
andunadornedtables —butlook up
to seethestreetartprojected ontothe
ceiling. Dishes such as heifer with
kohlrabiand shallots, and suckling pig
withbeetrootand mead, are saucy,
butdelicate (fieldrestaurant.cz/en;
mains about £20).

THETREND

Prague’sdining scene hasreally
raisedits gameinthelastfewyears.
The city has always guaranteeda
hearty, low-costgoulash orsausage,
butquality new optionsinclude
high-end vegandiner Etnosvét
(etnosvet.cz/en), best-of-the-hipster-
coffee-shops Cafefin (cafefinvpraze.
com), and farm-to-fork butchers,
includingMaso aKobliha —'meatand
doughnuts’ (masoakobliha.cz).

Hotfor2018
MOSCOW

Because: Russiais sprucingitself up
ready tohostfootball's World CupinJune
andJuly — notleastinthe capital, where
RedSquarejustturnedabitgreener.
Fillmein: Russiahopesto outshineits
own SochiWinter Olympics spectacular
0f 2014, and has built 11smartnew
stadiums —includingbiggiesin
Moscow, StPetersburg, Yekaterinburg,
Sochiand Volgagrad. (Thered-carpet
treatmentforfans withticketsincludes
freetraintravelbetween World Cup
host cities.) InMoscow, the hideous
Soviet-eraRossiyaHotel thatonce sat
nexttoRed Square hasbeenflattened
tomake way forriverside Zaryadye
Park, thefirst public park to be builtin

Moscowin 50 years. You'llenjoy the
scentof spruce onwindingpaths
through 13 hectares thatrepresent
Russia's tundra, steppe, forestand
wetlands. InstantInstagramability
comes fromtheboomerang-shaped
‘floatingbridge’ levitating overtheriver.
Faceliftedintime forthe footie,
Moscow’s boulevards and monolithic

buildings arelookingmightierthan ever,

butit'sdownside streets you'll find the
real confidence. These days, glitzy

boutiquesline up alongside impressive,

diverseplacestodine —suchas

the Siberianrestaurant Expedition
(expedicia-restaurant.ru; mains about
£17), where you can sitamid oversized
polarbearsandanantique helicopterto
try pelmeni(Russian ravioli) filled with
Kamchatkacrab.

Gettherethis year: BA (ba.com) has
afour-nightbreak, stayingatthe
four-starNovotelMoscow Centre,
from £535pp, room only, including
return flights from Heathrow.

WHAT'S

2018

HOT SPOTLIGHT
LOCATION
VACATIONS

New cinematic
versions of kids’
classics this year
willhave you
itchingto explore
therealthing. Getin
the grooveforthe
latest Jungle Book
film (outin October)
atIndia’s TigerTrails
JungleLodge;
itsnew private
conservancy will
cutredtapeand
make spotting
ShereKhan easier
(tigertrailstadoba.
com; doubles from
£140, fullboard).
Closertohome,
Peter Rabbit,outin
March, willpush
morefansto
Beatrix Potter’s
Lake Districthouse,
Hill Top (national
trust.org.uk/hill-
top; £10.40), while
anew RobinHood
movie, starring
Jamies Foxxand
Dornan,isoutin
September. Follow
themto Sherwood
Forestforthe
AugustRobin
Hoodfestival, or

to Nottingham for
the October Robin
HoodPageant
(nottinghamshire.
gov.uk; free).
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