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Belgium’s seaboard isn’t very long: it ’s just 67 km (42 miles) 
from De Panne, on the French border, to Knokke-Heist, on the 
Dutch. But it is varied, scenic and supremely accessible – De 
Kusttram (Coast Tram) runs the entire length of this sandy shore, 
year-round, with services leaving every ten minutes or so.

There are 68 stops; just ring the bell when you want to get 
off. But where? Perhaps start in De Panne, where you can walk 
around the historic cottages of the Dumont Quarter and into 
the Westhoek nature reserve’s unbroken dunes. Continue to the 
charming village of Oostduinkerke, where shrimp fishermen still 
work on horseback, before spending time in cosmopolitan 
Ostend, Belgium’s biggest port – don’t miss the Mu.ZEE’s 
extensive collection of fine and modern art and a chance to 
gorge on the freshest Ostend oysters. Stop at De Haan, to stroll 
the comely belle-époque seafront. Then finish in Knokke-Heist, 
to combine browsing antiques shops with spotting storks and 
spoonbills in the brilliantly biodiverse Zwin nature park.

De Kusttram
LOCATION Belgium START/FINISH De Panne/Knokke-Heist 
DISTANCE 67 km (42 miles) TIME 2.5 hours INFORMATION
https://dekusttram.be

Hop aboard the world’s longest tramline to discover 
Belgium’s short but mighty North Sea coast, a world 
of outdoor ar t, bustling ports and sandy strands.
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C OA STA L 
C U LT U R E

Every three years 

(since 2003), the 

Beaufort Triennial 

brings outdoor art to 

Belgium’s beaches and 

promenades. Almost 

40 works have become 

permanent f ixtures, 

encompassed in the 

Beaufort Sculpture 

Park, which extends 

right along the 

country’s coast. Each 

installation is easily 

accessible by Kusttram 

– hop off at 

Oostduinkerke 

Duinpark, for instance, 

to see The Wanderer, or 

at Mariakerke Bad for 

Pillage of the Sea.
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BY RAIL
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BY RAIL

One of Europe’s most picture-perfect capitals, Luxembourg City is a 
marvellous mishmash of narrow cobbled streets perched high above river 
gorges. It ’s also the perfect jumping-off point for a Grand Duchy adventure.

Take a train north, nabbing a left-hand window seat for glorious views of 
the fortress remains as you pull out. There’s no need to fret about the ticket 
inspector as, remarkably, transport here is free of charge. The urban landscape 
quickly fades as golden wheatfields begin to stretch out towards distant 
pine-wrapped hills. Views of lazily meandering rivers, steeply set vineyards pine-wrapped hills. Views of lazily meandering rivers, steeply set vineyards 
and precariously perched castle ruins are punctuated by darkness, as you 
weave in and out of tunnels. Fortunately, regular stops allow your eyes time to 
adjust to sights like the pastel-coloured houses of Ettelbruck (also known for 
its General Patton Memorial Museum) and the 12th-century Clervaux Castle, 
a shining white beacon amid endless green forest.

Troisvierges is the final town before you hit Belgium – and its train fares. 
Discover its history as the first stop of the German advance west during World 
War I, before heading back to the capital.

Luxembourg City 
to Troisvierges
LOCATION Luxembourg START/FINISH Luxembourg City DISTANCE 130 km 
(80 miles) TIME 2.5 hours return INFORMATION www.cfl.lu

The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg may f it into France over 200 
times, but it packs in an awful lot. Take a (free) train from the 
capital to explore its forest-covered hills and r ich history.
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Luxembourg City, 
the starting point 

for this cross-
country trip 

another way
There are many scenic rail 
journeys to be had from 
Luxembourg City – and all for 
free. Board a train to the striking 
Larochette Castle, the Roman 
town of Echternach or the 
family-friendly Parc Merveilleux.
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